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THE DISTRICT OOMMISSIONERS.

The commissioners provided for in the
new law for the ad inferim government of
the District of Columbis were not sp-
pointed by the President yesterday, and,
ecconding to present indications, there is
wery little probability that they will be ap-
pointed within the next eight or ten days.
The whole matter has been the subject of
deep consideration to the President, who
we know is suxious to meet the expeota-
tions of the country, and at the same time

<deal fuirly and justly by the District and
hy its late sdministration. The District
occuples a paculisr position toward the na-
tion. The capital of the country, singled
oul in the very beginning of the Govern-
ensat as the ward of the Republic, the
President, s the execative head of the ns-
tion, Is anxious, so far as In him les, to dis-
charge the delicate duties thus imposed
upoa him by.Congress, and through Con-
gress by the Constitution itself. In the
premises, the whole country has an inaerest
in the management and coatrol of the Dis-
triot; but, at the same time, the people of
‘Washington, who pay a larger revenue to
the Government than many of the States,and
than one hall of ihe Territories combined,
have also some rights which it is not either
fufr or just to ignore. The President will
endeavor, as faras possible, to reconcile the
two interests—national and musicipal—and
that there msy be the amplest time for the
duty thus devolved upon him, will not
make any nomingtions for the offices in
question until he shall have had an oppor-
tunity to consider the whole subject in all
is different acpects.

The roport of the Joint Investigating
Committee was not-presented untila week
ago. The bl for the government of the
District was not sent to the Executive until
last Friday. It provides for an important
slthough temporary change in our govern.
ment  The whole subject has occupied the
aitantion of the country to an almost un-
paralleled-extent, and that no mistake may
be committed in the future it is necessary
that the President should have at least a
few days in which to deliberate upon the
subject. The couniry, however, may rest
assured that its interests in the matter will
mot be overlooked, and st the same time
our gitizens may feel assured that they will
mot be allowed to suffer. President Grant,
sinoe his first insuguration, has always
evinced the livelicst conoern in our affuir
"Hy has done for the city more thanany
President we have had since Washington,
aod having seen the work of reconstruction
o on under his own eyes is in a position to
appreciate the magnificent improvements
€hst have been made in the city during the
dast two or three years. The Joint Investi-
gating Committee in their repart have sub-
stantislly said that it was mainly the work of
one man. Errors may have been committed
and mistakes may have been mide, but to-
day & shadow of suspicion of personal dis-
hogesty does nol rest upon his name; he
has come out of the ordes! of an investigs-
tion the most searching in our pelitical his-
tory almost without spot or blemish. We
mean, of course, Mr. Shepherd. General
Grant bas the fullest confidence in him, and
will show that confidence in any way that
it may be necessary to show it

Yesterday and the day beforethe city was
filled with rumors ss to the gentlemen who
would be sclected for the newly-created of-
fices. Nearly all the speculations upon the
subject are at fuull, and it can only be said
now that the President will in all probabil-
ity select one gentleman who isa citizen
of the District and two from other sections
of the country. The former may be Gov-
ernor Shepherd or he may not. Among
those from the outside who have been
thought of are an ex-Cabinet officer and an
ex-member of Congress. The President’s
intention is to nominate the very best men
who can be found for the position who will
be acceptable to the country and to our cit-
‘zeps. To make such a selection is hardly
possible now in the closing hours of the
session, when so much business is pressing
upon the Executive,

SPIES AND INFORMERS.

The speech of General Butler upon the
moieties, the full report of which can be
found in our columns this moming, is of
wast importance to every American citizen.
There is no citizen, however humble, in all
this brosd land, who is not s taxpayer.
Evén the variest Joafer who spends his cn-
tire .earnings in whisky sad tobacco may;
in polnt of fact, be & hesvier taxpayer thin
many s-millionaire. Our method of laying
nnd collecting taxes holds, the  importers,
manufaclurers, tradesmon and reul esiate
owoers responsible for their payment to
the ‘Gevernment, butwe all know that,
practically, these classes not only re-colleet
this tax from the consumers, but exsci
from them a liberal commission alsc :for
doing it. What lsndlord infixing the
rontal Upon any premisés ‘does’ mot include
in bis estimates the ilemns of taxes, isuranes
and repain?  Whet manufecturer is there
who fails 10 include all his-tsxes and the
@uties pald upon forcign material used, in]
caleulating his list of prices for the market?
Bo with the importer. He will sell you st
s much lower price “‘in bond’’ than he will

fs, aRer all, you who pay theé duty, and| |

et the last the price covers all the taxes,
costs, profits and s

In this view, we are all deeply Interested
in having the taxes mad# as light as possi-
ble first, and then, secondly, inhaving every
cent legally due collested. The prices to
the consumers, as we have seen, are predi-
csted upon the supposition that the taxes
and duties have been pald. As s matter of
course, then, when the taxes are evaded by
the importer and manufacturer, the amount
is s clean and clear addition to his profits—
8 “clean steal” out of the pockets of the
consumers. It will not do for the smuggler
to acknowledge his guilt by immedistely
and largely underselling his competitors.
This would at once attract sttention to his
delinquencies, (this is the fashionsble name
for stealing now,) and others besides pro-
fessional “‘sples’* and {nformers would be
talking sbout it. It just comes to this, then,
that every man who evades s legal tax
Steals from youand me aad every other
consumer, If wo tall of it snd under the
lsw claim & molety of the sum recovered as
our legal right, we become infamons. We
are “sples” and “informers,” because we
tell of & theft and- cry “Stop thief!” in
order to recover our rightful property.
That is it Thsat is what the New York
members of Congress and the New York
press say about the moieties and the collec-
tion of the duties on imports.

This is all humbug and clap-trap, and
such editorials are dictated in the counting
rooms of importers. Cheating the revenus
is, and long has been, s regular trade, both
in New York and Boston. Custom-house
brokers and importers’ entry clerks are
bred to the trade as & general thing and are
not considered sharp unless they can slip
something in without payingduties, They
grow to think it no harm to cheat the rev-
enve. They do not reflect that it is them-
selves, and others of their class in life, who
are the real sufferars. The rich importer,
who is benefited by this fraud, probsbly
does not know anything specifically about
it. He knows that generslly his clerks and
brokers are experts at their trades, and if
they were not he would not have them. He
knows that his yearly gains are immensely
increased through this system of evasion
of the revenue by undervaluations,
double invoices, slipping small pack-
ages, bribery and other tricks of
the trade. But he asks no questions. Here
it is *that ignomnce is bliss.”” It was
this bestific state in which Mr. Dodge
found himself when he went before the
courts and the committees and the Secre-
tary and declared his innocence of any and
all intention to defraud the révenue. And
he might have gotten through bafore a jury
on sccount of the wvery high respectability
of his firm, # reflection wpon what tales
(tall-tales those books are) his books might
unfold in regard to the past. They would
no doubt have been the worst spies and in-
fornsers ‘that could have been brought
sgainst this firm, because they wuuldhva.l
disclosed the simple truth. That is the
whole of it. And Mr. Dodge, poor, simple,
Christian man, was timid; he was afraid of
the truth in court; he did not know but it
might injure his old firm sod his old
ners, dear old souls, and so, what did
do?!  And sfier consulting
(but probably telling him the
thist hé told the Secretary and the commit-
tee,) what did these poor, simpls, terrified

to & New York jury to belleve their stories,
backed by their books, as against tho evi-
dence of some of these dreadfule'‘sples’’ and
“informers.”’ Awful, wasit not? Why did
they think & court and jury would believe
these vile wretches in prefersuce to them?
Wss it & powerful conviction, a sort of
premonition, that the altarnstive wonld
have boen & - little missionary tour to Bing
Bingt Possibly.

But we take issue with the New York
press as to the abolition of the moioty sys-
tem and the branding of the informer with
infarny. It is ime that this false fréemna-
sopry, which arises, from the old saw,
‘“honor among thieves,'' should be abol-
ished except in the society of thieves. In
our schools, in fiactories, in workshops, in
trade, in ehurches even, we sre- tsught to
believe that it is an act of infamy to inform
upon s mate, no matter how flagrant or
even criminal the act, so long asit is short
of & caplial erime. - The result Is the pro-
tection and immunity of criminals. Now,
when this comes to be applied to emuggling
and evading the revenue in any manner,
the result is the robbery of the whole peo-
ple, ourselves included. Refuling to in-
form, we become sccessories. 'We hold it
to be the duty, the high-toned, honomble
and patriotic duty, which we owe slike to
our fellow-citizens and our country, to in-
form the proper officers whenever we see
the revenue defrsuded. We owe it to our-
selves, because we are sufferers ; we owe it
to our fellow-citizens, because they are our
fellow-sufferers ; and we owe it to ourcoun-
try, because she can only maintain her
hooor abroad by the exposure and punish.
ment of her dishonest merchants,

General Butler has done his country a
service by the timely exposure of these
frands. The press that is now howling at
him without attempting to controvert his
argument simply scklowladges its own
venslity and dependence upon a vitisted
commercial honor to the extent of suborna-
tion of testimony. The people see this
whole matter.as plainly as that two and two
make four. They will not much longer
submit quietly to these robberies because
they are galvanized with Christian lscquer.

GEN. LOGAN'S SPEECH.

In the supplement to Tar NATIONAL
Rervsrioax this morning will be found
the speech of Gen. Logan st the Repubii-
can convention in Illinois last week. At
the time that Mr. Logan left Washington
for the State which he so ably and fuith-
fully représents, that portion of tha press
which is working for the disruption of the
Republican party, and those politicians who
are desirous to see the same resylt schieved,
told us that he had gone to mise the stand-
ari of revolt in Illinois. The President
had vetoed the curreney bill a few days be-
fore, and Morton and Logan were upon the
“war-path.”” These gentleman intended
to found & new party upon the financial
question and sundry other issues. Pleasant
assurances of this chamcter were heralded
throughout the lengti and breadth of the
land, and the opposition. wss thrown into
s condition of. geperal jubilation. At the
time we denied that there wis sy founds-
tion. whatever for those statements, but the
other side bod preordained it, and so what
wos the use ! :

The speech herewith printed shows the
entire fallacy of all this speculstion, . Gen.
Logan does not sbandon his finkncin] yiews.
On the contrsry, he relicmates and empha-
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would be a fatal blow to the best intorests
of the country, and a crime in those who,
should strike it. It hasits faults and short-
comings; it is far from satisfyingaverybody;
uhnhmwl&pdmmbuﬂuq‘
is no better party in existence, and there is'
RO prospeqt of § better or 8 mors patriotic
one ia the immediste fature.

S ——————

Tan New Orleand Pisayune of Wednés
day lnst ‘stats that Judge Darell had re-
ceived a letter‘from Col. J. M. Boattbr, of
Catahouls parish, Louisiana, in which the
Iatter informs the Judge that the parties im-
plicated in the Grant massacre of
April, 1873, who had avoided arrest since

say that they will never give themselves
up to be tried by Judge Woods, as they do
not belleve he would give them a fir
trial. It would appearfrom this remarka-
ble communicstion thas there is yet some
rellance among the peopls of Louisiana in
the judicial impartiality of Judge Durell,
whatever may be thought of the distrust
thus expressed of the firness of Judge
Woods. Those who are best aéquainted
with these judges believe that parties tried
before either of them for violations of the
Inws of the United States need not fear but
that tha scales of justice will be held with s

what singular that whils Judge Duréll is
complained of and pursued by the Demo-
cratic members of Congress, the Democrats
of Louisiana should voluntarily testify to
his fafrness, even to the extent of putting
thelr lives in his hands?

——

Tae very interesting address by Rev.

Dr. White upon Pope Plus IX., delivered

on Bunday evening last, will be found in

our supplement this morning in full and

will amply repay perusal both for its rell-
gious and historical information.

—
TaE report of the committes in the in-
vestigation of the safe robbery will be
made at noon to-day.
————
Tus Senate and House lest nizht agreed
to extend the session to 4 o'clock this after-

nooon.

Tus San Fraocisco Spirit of the Times quotas
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celved on the same day that he recelved our
message. That was no fault of ours. The
post office is the ooe to blame, not us. But
bow provoking to think that a leiter from the
gress, good and pare (¥) Newton Booth and s |
copy of the Spirit of the Times should the
‘plains seross’ fu the same mall bag; sod both
addressed to ths samé person, but on different
toplos.  The members were disgusted, wore
they | We dre glad to héar . Now, we will

them something alse . wherewith to
heighten thefr disgust. Luttrell has mafe's
fight against’ the Céntral Paclfic Rallroad
Company, and the Contract and Finance
Company particalarly, and bhas charged
them with tbe commission of ewery enor-
mity; aod ia ecomsequence thoreof the
great, good and pure (1) Newton Booth writes
him. & letier approving his courss. Now for
disgust.  When Nowtoh Booth, by any accl-
deat, fails from the spire of & steepls he ought
1o pray to God bo'tNe way down that he might
land oo his theek, for there ho would receive
the Teast tajury. ‘He compliments Lattrell for
attacking the Contract and Finance Compaany,
when, to Néwton Booth, more ‘than any other
man, 14 the organization of that fnstitation
due. Boofh was s;mamber of the State SBenate
and 50 was Dr. Clark, of this city. The Istter
introduced & Lill letting out all work to be
done on the Ceotral Pacifie rallroad to the

against the measure i guestion and secared
its defeat, and for pay: ss the grocery and
whisky house, with which he was then and is
now connected, was furnlshing the supplies
needéd by the Cedtral hd.&tngan:ud Com-
pauy for the men in thetr employ, sed which
amounted to about $350,000 por month. This
is as truc as holy writ, Tho reconds of the
State wre in proof. Booth voted for every
measure In the interest of the Central Pacific
Rallroad Company, but to not ons was he
more closaly wedded than that which gave the
State the Countract and Finance Company. We
can imagine the dlsgust of the members of the
House of Representatives when they come to
learn the disgraceful duplielty of Booth and
the political dishonesty of Luttrell.”

A LerTER written from this city to the Buf-
falo Commereisl regarding District affaire,
which we print i another column, will repay

perusal,

Tae Brooklyn Union asks, “‘Shall hydropho-
bis become common T’ We bave no objection
—in Brooklyn.

————

POLITICAL NOTES.
The Hon. D. W. Voorhees is looming up as &
candidate for Congress in his old Indiaoa Dis-
trict,

Mr. De Long, lata United States Minister to
Japan, announces himselfl as a candidate for
the United Btates Senato from Nevada.

General Francls M. Cockrell, who served In
the C srmy, I8 a prominent candidate
for the Democratic nomination for Governor of
Missouri.

Ex-Lisut-Gov. Beach, of New York, an-
nounces that he Is not & candidate for guber-
natorial honors. He is out of active polotics
now, and his wish is to remalu so.

It is reported that the Hon, George Willlam |
Curtls and Colonel T. W, Higginson have con-
sented to stump the Siste of Michigan In favor
of the woman-suflrage clsuse inthe new con-
stitution.

The Cinclonatl’ Enquirer calls on the De-
mocracy to select delegates Lo the State Con-
vention who will express the seatiments of the
party on the money question snd rebuke Bena-
tor Thufmsn for his contraction actions and

el 2

“party now thst they will ‘find 50 06w or- Mg

that time, were_now willing to_surrender, |f
provided they could be tried by him. They

firm and equal hand. Bt is it not some- | the

lowest bidder. Booth opposed snd voted | EiVIRE

jon Thursdsy to nominate s man. to contend
'with Judge Peck in the race for goyernor; and
(on the same day the colored voters of Alabsms
will holi's State convention st Montgotmery.

in nothing save in & common hatred of the col-
ored race. They split upon the tarifl, divided
updn the enrrenicy and could not sgree upon
any question unt{l the civil rights Wil cams up.
when the Democrats instantly joined hands in
o solid vote  against the messure. Thisia s
significunt fact. It demonstrates beyond cavil
that all that s le® of cchesive power in the
onee groat and powerful Democratic party I
its insane hstred of the negro. It is po longer
s party of principls, but & mere huik laden
with ignorant snd besotted prejudice against
the black cliizens of the republic."
Mr.J. B. MeCullagh is the author of the
following remarkalile statement respacting the
conduct. of ¢he late Chief Justice Chase during
the Presidential canvass of '1564: “ He wrote
Iatters to influential men all over the country,
defsmingthe President, and accusing the weak-
ness of the Adminisiration of which he wasa
part. Members of thg Congress who enjoyed
his Intimacy and confidence did the same with
his knowledge and consent ; and & man whom
he had suriched by his official favors openly
bribéd all the bribable Bewspaper COTTespoD-
dents In Washington st the time to defame
Lincoln snd exalt Chass for a stipulated sum
of money, 16 bé pald monthly untll the day of
the womination. A written sgreoment to this
effoct betweet, Mr, Chase's agent and the cor-
respondents was drawn up sod doly signed. 1
belfevn Mr. Joha Bussell Young, of the New
York Herwid, dsas this document ju his posses-
sion now, with the signatures sttachal to it."

CAMP MEBTING INTERESTS.

THE BALL STARTED LAST NIGOT AT
FOUNDRY CHURCH. ;

Last night ths Methodists of the District
wers called togetber st Foundry church for
the first masg macting of the season imthe ln-
terosts of the camp-meeting to be held near
Gaithersburg on the 5th of August, upon the
ground recently purchased and dedicated to
the “‘of ‘eamp-meeting, under the
suspices of the Washington Grove Camp-
Meotivg Amsoctation. It Is the purpose of the
Mathodists to hold one of these mass meetings
wackly in the several sections of the city during
the dix weeks Intervenlng untll the time for
esmp.

During the past week the commitied on
grouuds spent two days st the camp grounds
Iayiog off the site'of the camp secording to s
pew plan drafted during the-spring. This
plan changes the plat of the ;amp from that
of a square with straight avenucs, to that of

oumber, emtering upon the enlarged and beauti-
Bed conrt. Thhcl‘::ga-hu been effected In
order to give greater beadty, convenlenco and
sdaptation for camp purposes. The
will be moat clegantly lighted with gasoline
chandaliers and large drum or head-lighia,
such 4s are used ipoa‘railroad engines,

The mass meetings aro for the purposs of
lwnka.ni&mam interest in Lhe religl
work of the camp-meeting

- - present, and
among the clergy wern Hevs. Rithard Norris,
Samuel Shannon, E. D. Owen, and H. York.

Represcntative men from the several Motho-
dist stations were present, wll of whom seemed
aglow with the ‘religious fervor, so neécessary
to render thiess octasions interesting.

Aler ;pgqpa:z services weré concluded
Rev. Richard N gave the meeting s tne
start by one of bis surnest, spirited sddresses,
& page from hls' persoual expericnoce as
an attendant upon camp meetings. After a
stiring soug Rev. Dr. Craver, of the Pecosyl-
vanis arence, oiude a fow remarks,
{lustrating the great utility of thest meetings
in the w:gdl n‘r; the rel economy of
the Methodist Church. Ha them as
greal soasons of spiritual good to the Church.
They afford wonderful opportunitics to giorify
tiadi How & spirit ¢f consecration in the
com =

for the purpose o ng a fAre which
will burn fu zeal and fervor throughout all the
churcheés after the return of God's chifldren to

the city. |

Bey. William Burris pext commended camp-

meetings as a specinl means of grace—sa such
he had learned to love them. They are power
ful agencies In the conversion of the young.
. Mr. Worthington, of McKendrecstation, gave
bis eamp-meoting oxperience from 1510 to the
present time, since which deto he has yearly
gone to eamp,  He' considered camp-mestings
ad a&.d.ulrpmlrm 1o the Methalist Clhiurch.
b/ 1 another spirited song, Alex, Ashley, of
Thioa chapel, gave Lis ap views  of
L . He' found them scasons of
spirftnal ‘growth, and they had proved the
spots nearost hoaven In I{h Clivistian expe-
rieace,

Rev. E. D. Owen added his testimony in favor
to be everprésent. ” He'hud capécial reasons
to lpok tham as glorious events. He
had thirty-two camp mestings, and
had always foud the last the best. I: was

that a aonlog of the Metho-
dists of the District would b hald ut the camap
gronnda on the coming Fourth of July. A spe-
elal traln has been (pm'rldui— fare, one
dollar for adalts; children half prive.

The mass mesting pext monday ulght ls to
il.'}e held at Hamiine church, corner Ninth aml

sirects.

e

BASE BALL.

A VICTORY FOR THE NATIONAL—
SCORE 18 TO 4.

Tne Pesbody. Club; of Baltimore, visited
Washington yestenday for the purpose of play-
ing & game with the Natioral of this elty, and
ware defeated Lo s game of eight insings by a
score of 10 to 14. - The Peabody loft Washing-

.

latter, not convent with arriving on the ground
wnhour Iator than advertised, nsed very unfalr

was golng in favor.of the Posbodys, they hav-

distuption of the Republicap party to-dsy

40 octagon, ‘with radiating avemues, eight In | eome sixtesn

on | ¢st American merchant

of camp meetings, In which he el found God | ©
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behalf of the that they have
kit e et as M FRUTLED ER'S 6REAT SPEECH,
ot the theg SO st of S o B T Sadicvaliation s 3008 1%
£ hey hare Teveld oongh o e . T | b wip g of detmadig o v
from the to tura to articles pay

the charge of accepting mun;:
therefore, entitisd to maore respect thes mg
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since the forty-yoars Mr. James has been
dﬂahnulnl.tmp;!,m
in New York, during
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g"“}. are these: (Let us premise by say-
however, that none of the active jumior
pu‘unu“ichoun'bonmw e in-
volces, and were charged with committing the
frands wore sent for h{ the committee.)
Pholps; Dodge & Co., & of many years’

g, who had u:rorud between ‘‘ three
snd four hundred million dollars’ worth of
goods, and bad paid the United States Govern-
meant more than fifty millions of dutfes,” very

the very | of Mr.
T Wil ey wich peribet ‘confdenca. thas
onr name our Integrity were never
-nif:lu!n three myym*:nmt;wu:bb.

salled hymuu Government;"” m-r
charge, m 8 special agent of Lthe Treas-
ury, of false !Bmmmmmher. 1873, Mr.

again reitarates that statement: * The
now. or hiot In forty odd years of
business that I have had with the Government,
that I was accused of any derelietion of duty,
was when sitting at the board of one of our
large institutions, I received a note from my

=
S

] acoused of having
in miny Involces for five years—which was as
far as Government mnm, nn e
count of the statute of liml orn toat
a false valuation, for the of defrand.
the revenue; and that the 'mh and papers
the firm those im

and wers produced, and from
those books and rs the special agent of
lho’hmmnrym ® up am aecomut, first, of

handred” dollars only.
Phelps, Dodge & Co,, fearing that these “‘sim-
ple ml-:;!ku" uo? hold them .uutyrla -
court, being * subjeck to 3 system of ter-
rorism ™ which they cohld nof withstand, in
order to save themstlves from the mm.l
of the Goverpmeént officials, In re cop-
sclomsriess of Integrity and Innoeence of all
Intended or attual wrong, after they had taken
mmi of four mﬁ?h!m“lﬁ?m rlu’yln. “l:ntl
r mﬂmﬂu‘ m L ect for more than
six weeks, madé an offer of compromise of
nalties for the erime of importation by false
uvoices, which they ormfulng in writing they
had dooe, snd  this vary great sum of
Into the Treasury as pénalty.
fs the statament, o brief, as Mr. Dodge
ts fts forward |n cohgeetion with the recond.
o admits that the houss of Thelps, Dodge &
Co. bas had, for many y 8 bravch bouse
in Live —Pbelps, James & Co.—which
was sunbstantially the snme in Interest as the
house in New y cOmposed of the same
Phelps and the sanié James as tho house in
New York. To exclude all cooclusion that this
Mr. James of this Orm in Liverpool did any
wronyr, Mr, tells us that Mr James
4olm.l tho firm sod removed to Liverpoal,
‘where, for over forty years, he has been the

high-nrinded, respected and
m":ﬁ. and rc'r & namber of yesrs
in : his namo

s ) of hWonesty abd uprightness, and
shm_ lustre on bls own couniry and
American merchants; gratified by the honors
cotiferred abroad, but ever looking with pride,
s an American citizen, for protection to his
own euun_lg’i"nh all this tima not & qpestion
bad evera as to the vast siipments made
2o the house in New York, On ente his
office one day in Docomber, 1872, he found the
following dispalch, in leaded Hoes, Ia the nows-

‘¢ Puzirs, Dopae & Co., Nrw Tong—
This great firm huve bad their books and pa-
pera seized by the United States for alleged
!_nmh on the revenue (o the amount of 81,

“[ will not attempt to describe the feellngs
of such a man. [ will simply say that the
shock camo well nigh killing him; nor bas he
ever entirely recovered. He felt that & Mfe-
long reputation, dearer to him than mught
Ine, been struck down, In & momont, by
his own Government, on which he depended
for protection. He had passed his three.scors
and ten untl then with sn unblemished char-
acter, and fels that, st loass, ho had & right to
demand that he shoull be ‘considercd innocent
till proved gullty.! Csu a law lable to pro<
duce such results be jost?’

If this secount of Mr. Dodge is in the main
true; nay,if itis jound to be trus in any sub.
stantlal portion; if his firmk had malstatned
slways a name for lotegrity aud hopesty of
dealing with the Government; 1f his statement
about. Mr. James B0 true, that ““in all this
time not a question had' ever arisen as to the
vast -h{mnu made to the house fn New
York,” I agree. “‘that a law lishle to pro-
dues such resuits pot only Is unjust’ and
ahould be repealed, but that it 1s the duty of
‘the United States Government to condignly
punish the officers who have done o gross &
wrong to such honorable men, and not only to
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state, In brief, that it bas
that o8 have in many cases ovaded
unr::m of duties by oy articles fn
the form of
nuhl&mt =
besn thus imperted to a large extest. had &
law by ih.lur:l.stw, was admitted muu.rl
statuss of the “Father of his Country™ aud of the

“Anthor of the Declaration of Iandependeuoe’
ware brought over in that way. l.bu.h.cn that

the guntieman s ,
Mr. Eidredge, 1 would like ta know from the
gentleman from V t whether this does mot

reflor to one firm. 1waat lo know
whethor this does not refer to Fhelps, Dodge &

Oo., ani that
Mr. Stevena, When war admitted free
wo had statues of Webstor Clay snd others in

copper and lead, im o soon as they
were landed snd taken out of the custom-houss
thoy waere melted down. It was s fraud upon the
ravenue,

Mr. Eldrsdge. What firm did that?
Mr. Stevens. Phelps, o & Co,
Now, as Mr. Dodge himself came into Con-
gress as a member of this House at the very
next session, ong would have supposed that he

el upon the president of the Young Men's
Chlrﬁ.ﬁm Assoclation was not true. 3o far the
record. I am told, and 1 believe, that.there
are men in this Houss who know the fact that
Mr. Dodge himsolf admitted before the Com-
mittoe of Ways and Means of a former House,
when questioned, that these importations were
made. The fact never has been denled, and
can be substantiated. Imagine the fluo
feelings of this old Mr. James, the “honored

hant' of Liverpool, when ho was loading
up this fraudulent statuary tocheat the reve-
oune of this country!

I have po doubt that It was quite true, as
Dodge states, that when James beard that
Phel .Dﬁu&(}o.'ﬁ bad been sefzed
in New Y o 1573

commitsing sulcile.

Importing of lead, and tin, and copper In the
form of statuary, was by no means the most
serious attack of this firm upon the revenues
of the Government for thelr own benefit. Cast
your mind back, Mr, er, to April, 1804,
the very darkest hours of the war, w Grant

the army of the Potowmae for

necessary 1o uld one-haifl to our revenues
taxation to sustain our falling credtt, with gold
v What shall we
say of & Arm which In that trying hour of the
natlon's peril, exercisod fts Infernal Insenuity
in hrhlhzg ways anl meaps to defrand our fm-

o Tmunl ry of mfllions, and succeeded

T

cy wa wera cbliged to
pass & 1 resol providing that until the
end of alxty dsys 50 per cent. of the rates of
dutles Impaded by law shounld be added to the
then present dutles and imiposts on all "
wares, and merchandise, o that we might
have time in which to adjust the tariffs ; sad
then, just sixty days from that time, to wit, on
the #thof June, we passed an “Act to increase
thé duties on imports.” It eovered nearly all
lnl:rmslhm, and, among other things, it pro-
vided—

On tin-plater, and kon galvasized or coated
with say wm\uy alectric Dattarios or otherwise,
314 ceuts a pound.

At this time, i ever, Mr. Speaker, It bocams
all patriotie men, all lévers of the coantry, to
do that possibly could be dove to
ail the revenues of the country, to sustain its
credit and enable the soldiers to receive Lhelr

Pheipa
was In that erisis of their o
wers the importers of lpg;hl.u_ in the
mrk thalt article Is one of the largest of
thelr tmportations. As we shall sec jo a

meot, it ought to yleld a large rovenue.
dmrm:;gn t time was 25 per cont, ad
. W hvﬂﬂdbonbuu!!{um:nq:

the word “ plutés” and inserted after the word

"trou."nuwu_:.;hltnd:

Un tio-plates aad iron, gaivanised or costed
ﬂuwmhdma‘t«lﬁww
2% cents o pound” A ad

Sot with that
had noh:&énn rafsed omu m.m
only on “‘galvanized" tin-plates. Who ever
beard of palvanlzed tin-plutest None was
#ver imported; I venture to say, or ever will
be. ence was that all the
plates | foto * the United States,
which Phelps, Dodge & Co. were by far
largest tm fs, came Innx 25 per cent,
valorem, ins dom);mrr pound, which
was &' very large ' fncreaso of duty. Isend a
tabla to the clerk to abow how this would ope-
rate In favor of Phelps, Dodge & Co. T have
‘the statisties of thelr

for 18T0.71, 1n which, takl
average both of weight dod value, the
ing vesult is chown:
TEX PLATES.

Imparts of Phelps, Bd'twm e years 1870
and

o

548,379 boxes,
784,119 boxes,
Total - ” mCAE 1,318,490 baxos,
ARG | g v W
otal welg - = 104998250 pounds.
. - “. et 5 24 cents.

; Total - » o
Toial nn

94,100,408 38
of boxes at &p
valne of T ahl starling mok|
“:' usl in m‘f
At 5 por cend., §1.708,341.
ta “H ot gt P
cea - - - - -
mn’o-f , ad valorem rate of 3
L e
Diffarence 1n faver of importer - -m:
Bhowing, it stems to me ) even
S s Lo
out ‘way, e

cent. lo favor of the

g Ja
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pectally large sizes of tin were not purchased
b ?the. & Co, or Phelps, James &
in open et ot all, but were manafae.

market, they swore falsely, snd know
it, because they knew the article was
manufactured to order for their firm, and
they should have swora to the cost of the
manufactured article, which he esch
time had peen in the
before the oath was made, and it was a higher

o

| cost than-the iavolee price to which they made

path. So that they and those whom they em-
ployed had been guilty of deliberate and corrupt
day in the apd year
ot oar Lord for the five during which law
sliowed the officer to Jook back. And be found
the evidence of that in this: That every one of
these custom-house involees, of which they had
dapliestos in the books of the firm, had & thin
paper copy of the trus manufacturer's cost
over &t, in order that the firm might
now how to sell at & xrpdmthngood-
which they had uod #0 as to smuggie
them by false Involces lnto the country.

Under these circumstances the agent
roported to the Secretary of the the
facts. Mr. Wm. E. Dodye employed four law-
yers—Mr. Abram Wsekeman, a former sur-
veyor of the port of New Y and o learned,
lawyer in revenus law; Mr. Heory E. Kunox,

for supreme judge of New York;
J Fullerton; the foremost criminal lawyér
m&moanM;wﬁhuMm
who had been Attorpey General of the Unjted
S ates, as consulling eounsel; snd thoss Yaws
yers, afler his - case carefully for six
wesks, ndvised him times to once offer W
pay the valua of every falsified Invoice article;

amounted

which flsifled Invoice articles to
mare than & of & million of dollars—
$471,000, to rolessed from these frauds,and
Mr. Wen, B, mmnm.;zmmn

nsultatio to proposition, nay,
ardoetly ! mmm:m'm,

meant to the Secretary of the Tressury that on
acroust of “cortain, aritiea’ which had
bean found In their business, they were wil
to pay 8471000 to s sult wh
the distriet attorney in the mean time had, at
thelr , brought against them for a mil-

Y% | lion dollars, or less than two thirds of the

whole amount of thelr talnted or fracdulent
fuvolees. That sult was brought In that form
at the request of the coucsel of Dodge, after
the compromise had been agreed upon, in ordor
that when that compromise should be accepted
ft might cover every clalin for penaltics agalnst
?h\::;m. Dud;ni & Co. i

ben the lotter offering to at great
sam came to the Bécretary of m Trau::i:
Goorge B. Bouiwell, be wrote back is
stance—all of which will be found in the

testl-

—t] ¢ accept bhis compromise, I

will not be put in the position which that offer
will pat me, of a blsckmaller. Efther

you bave commitied fraud or you liave not
committed frand. 1If you bave not eommitted
fraud, you should: not P{,m Governmen:
anything. [ will consider the question of com-
promise, but [ cannot compromise under your
statement that you are
oaly.” muazm 1
Phelps, Dodge & Co-, sfter consultation wit
their four mhmun_el. l:‘ha advised thelr
client to plead to's sult charging them
with hlglrﬂu‘:infl to a milllon dollars fn
value by false iovoless and fraudolent ap-
pllances; and thereapon Phelps, Dodge & Co.
sent an offer of compromise admitting thelr
gnw-umuyua collectively, and rencw-
thotr offer m&y the #271,000; and while
the of the Treasury was cunsidering

attempls at evasion a8 I have described, dalib-

S, e
were

and frandulent io-

been defrauded; and

duty, that apon the siiks, the
the laces, nepﬁuunm the jewels
plate-glass, and tho
tartiT may be hon-
will pay the expensea of ths
{ your Goveromeat from the

stop here, but there is anciher
bramch of the system of collecting Government
ioties which naturally rances
. The
or many
of Fl'&:ﬂ'-li the
1 of eollecting linquent

mo{tl doe the Unit=1
out ‘of the ususl chan-
for years was by giving
the Miformer or col-
Secretarics who
mecesaity of it Mr. Guthrie, of

et began with hie sdminstratlon
It has been Wlb,
| 9

%

coutpact for
e of the earlior
was

|

frultless. Fipally acon-
given to Mr. Jobin D. Sanborn, under
nine U0

deoedsed per-
n1870. An-
taxes wera
and other

i

3ff
ik

had alsor bsen ropesled, snd as the
coliector’s duty had bLeen only to eollect the
list of the taxhs given him by t{

sossed, It will be seen that quite all of these
classes of taxes were in of being whally
lost to the Government. So thatthe collection

n with thelr preat smount, and this,
too, withoat any fault of the internal
rovenue officers. collection could not
be enforced withous suits. and vo revenus offi-
cer was suthorized 0 Incur that expease on
behalf of the Governmant.

The amount of these taxes thus behind, and
that had been behiod for three or four veara at
the time Sanborn undertook his coniract, is
simply enormous. Sanborn testifies that he
had knowledge of some five millions of income
and other taxes due from property.owners in
Europe, to get the data of which be had spent
s sum of money. I have in my hand—
w! of the reconl—a lisé
of taxes due from road companies still um:
collected, the evidence of which has been fully
Investigated, but which the Y Riving me
l.hl.llzt&mmr.';:am disclose aince the ra.
port @ eomm repeal the Iaw, be-
canse he says the tmmem%:u cost him
maoey, labor and time, and he does not choose
to give it to the United Stries. [ may say,
bowever, that this psrson s not Mr. Sauborn;
bat I have no doubt of its entire sccuracy.
Amounts of withheld tezer dus from railroad

companics,
Ons company - #10,580 01
Do B4 52
- wmwn
10,118

$ilBulipegea.te.
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- - - - $3047.08 M
are bot s small part of the sum
which are justly due the United States,
of thevame kind of tazes which hooeast
ve beon obliged to pay. Now the ques
ts, whether it was well by moicties to col
thmmtqlllk‘l of dollars which sre
the United States by the dishonest
have evaded and escaped taxes, sithm
who have recefved legacies left by rich
rolatives or ons which have oot
made returns of t dividends or surplus
rofits, or by men who have received Incomes
this country and have refused to make the
returns thereof to the tax gutherer; orsbal
wa allow these vast sums to remain un-
eollected and the Govornment to be defragdad
of them, or give s portion, and & large portios
perhaps, to somebudy who will bear 8:; ox-
pense, giu;ebl: hhor,s.u;l bear the odium o
enforcing & payment
Ssnborn was golng oo in good falth, us be
lestities, having expended the principal ol
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the yery la sum of money which he re
ceived as ety, of the mowey which he did
collect ln ring information by which

these debts 1o the CGoyérument might be col-

taken some throe hundred pages of testimony;
have examined everybody in every possible
form, and they have fal to find any lliegal
act dune by Sanborn in eol‘lsctl.a these tages,
or that ha ever attemptsd to collect say tax
that was not due, or retarn any' to any one
the revetme officers who offered Lo asaist Rim
that was zot doe, orthat he fallasd t5 relam o
the Troasury sy collected. Al losst
the feport of the mu. does oot show the
comtrary. Theve arc but few things

aguinst him by the committes: Firat, that he
put ina ) number of railroads (o his con.
tract a4 defanlters when be had not examined
the books of all of them.

L

the check from the rallroad company officer
was seot Mr. Sanborn wrote to the
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